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SEATON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

20th APRIL 2022 

HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7pm 
 

Present:  

Mr D Coop – Chairman 

Mrs S Machin  

Mr R Clarke 

Mrs C Lammie  

Mr Nick Sale 

  

In attendance: 

Mr John Hill  Clerk 

Two members of the public 

MINUTES 
 

 

1. APOLOGIES: 

None. 

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 

None. 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: 

With the deletion of the word ‘remotely’ (under ‘Date of the next meeting’), on a 

proposal by Councillor Clarke, seconded by Councillor Sale, the Minutes of the 

meeting of 19th January 2022 were duly signed as a correct record with the approval 

of all present. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING (NOT ON THE AGENDA): 

The cancelled session of Chairman’s training has now been rebooked. 

The Clerk has obtained a list of providers for Defibrillator training; Councillor 

Machin will follow this up for the village. 

 

5. FINANCIAL MATTERS: 

Internal audit: Sue Fox has agreed to carry out the required internal audit of the 

2021/22 financial accounts for Seaton Parish Council. 

Accounts update: 

Petty Cash    £58.20 (-£10 for this meeting) 

Current Account 

 Nationwide   £4965.97 + interest (inc £1045.04 VAT reclaim) 

West Brom  

Deposit Account  £65.15 + interest  
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Payments: 

Members approved the following payments on a proposition by Councillor Sale, 

seconded by Councillor Clarke: 

Retrospective: 

RCC – Street lighting recharge    £272.05 

Clerk’s expenses 2021/22     £50.15 

New:  

2Commune (item 12) website support contract  £330.00 

LRALC membership subscription    £151.09 

Npower – ex ‘phone kiosk electricity supply (4 months) £21.12 

Robin Clarke – two replacement padlocks   £19.90 

*McAfee Virus protection SPC computer   £89.99 

*McAfee Systems protection SPC computer   £39.99 

 

*McAfee has taken these payments already from the Clerk’s account in advance of 

the next annual payments due in May 2022. Members felt that this protection is 

expensive and can be provided by other means. The SPC computer is now very slow 

and requires replacing as discussed at the previous meeting. On a proposition by 

Councillor Coop, seconded by Councillor Sale, members agreed to purchase a new 

computer within an agreed net budget of £450. Councillor Sale agreed to locate a 

suitable device. 

The McAfee payments can be reclaimed within a limited period of 30 days from 

formal renewal.  

 

New banking arrangements: 

As previously discussed, the Nationwide Building Society is discontinuing all forms 

of accounts support for charities and parish councils. The Clerk has investigated 

alternatives and presented these to the members. The most highly recommended by 

LRALC members was Unity Trust but this has an annual fee of £72 plus charges for 

certain transactions. The best option appears to be Lloyds Bank which has a dedicated 

account for parish councils. 

Members agreed in principle to transfer Seaton Parish Council’s current account to 

Lloyds on the basis that each Councillor will be required to provide personal details 

including credit history. 

 

6. HIGHWAYS ISSUES: 

Traffic through Seaton: 

The Clerk has obtained a follow up on the issues raised by residents concerning traffic 

speed at the west end of the village and their wish to see remedial measures put in 

place. On 2nd February 2022 RCC Highways Department stated that the initial 

assessment of concerns should be completed within three months.  The Clerk was 

asked to find out if the traffic survey has been carried out. 

A resident has reported further incidents of agricultural vehicles travelling at 

inappropriate speeds through Seaton. Councillor Clarke has already taken a previous 

incident up with a local farmer. It was suggested that County Councillor Brown may 

be able to highlight this on farming social media.  

The Clerk was asked to make contact with Councillor Brown and report the 

issue to the Police. 
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White lines: 

The white line outside No. 4 Main Street has yet to be removed. Councillor Clarke 

will continue to liaise with the Highways Department.     

Drains: 

The drains in Church Lane and Moles Lane have been flushed out. 

 

7. ALLOTMENTS: 

Tenancies: 

Gill and Mick Bateup wish to take over Medium Plot 6 from Bob and Hilary 

Williams. They will be moving into Seaton shortly and members felt that it would be 

in order for them to start work on the allotment in the meantime. 

 

8. THOMPSON’S FIELD: 

Grass cutting contract: 

The Clerk has received one response to invitations to quote for cutting the playing 

field grass. Since this is almost three time that of the current contractor, members 

supported a proposition by Councillor Sale, seconded by Councillor Coop, to award 

the grass cutting contract for 2022/3 season to Biffa on the basis of the figures 

presented to the previous meeting. 

Annual inspection: 

Councillor Lammie reported that conditions on the playing field are ready for the 

ROSPA inspection due in May 2022. 

Repainting the ‘Springers’: 

Members felt that this is not necessary at this time. 

Badgers: 

There is still evidence of Badger incursion onto the playing field area but it was felt 

that nothing could be done at the moment. 

Access for the disabled: 

More action is required on this. Councillor Machin will pass on the name of a 

contractor who could carry out the work to Robin Clarke who will arrange a site 

meeting. 

Signs: 

A resident suggested that larger signs at different locations are required for the 

prohibition of dogs on the playing field and also to deter older teenagers and adults 

from using the play equipment. Councillor Clarke will obtain the details of a 

suitable supplier. 

Tree management: 

RCC’s Tree Officer Stuart Kidd has provided a price of £514.80 for a status survey 

and ongoing maintenance programme guide for Seaton Parish Council trees. Another 

business called Ligna has also approached the Council to carry out similar work. 

Although, following a general check, members felt that the trees are in generally good 

order, the Clerk was asked to obtain a quotation from Ligna. 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                           

 4 

9. PLANNING: 

2021/1450/FUL – Uppingham Road land: As requested, the Clerk provided an 

update from RCC Planning Officer Joe Mitson. This did not contain much new 

information and Councillor Clarke requested a copy so that he can take the 

matter up directly. 

2021/1469/FUL – Amberley Cottage: Notwithstanding a request to RCC for an 

update, the application appears undetermined to date 

 

10. GENERAL DATA PROTECTION ACT REQUIREMENTS: 

There is nothing new to report on this. 

 

11. QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE: 

A committee has been formed to arrange Seaton village’s celebrations of the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee. Committee member Lizzie Shields has written to Seaton Parish 

Council with outline details (below) proposed for the event and requesting use of the 

playing field for the festivities. Members were minded to agree on the basis of the 

final paragraph.  

 
The Clerk informed councillors that, in order for the Parish Council’s Public Liability 

insurance to cover this event on the Council’s land, Seaton Parish Council would need 

to be agreeing to and substantially controlling, the proposed activities. It was 

therefore agreed that Councillor Nick Sale would take a formal role on the 

Committee, bringing detailed plans back to members for approval. 

A risk assessment will be prepared by the Committee. 

Councillor Clarke has identified a safe source of lighting for the village beacon; costs 

are within the budget of £500. 

Tree planting will be organised separately. 
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12. SPC WEBSITE SUPPORT CONTRACT: 

On a proposition by Councillor Sale, seconded by Councillor Clarke, members 

unanimously agreed to continue with 2commune for the provision of website 

support services at a cost of £330.00 (no increase from the previous year). 

 

13. COMPUTER CARE CONTRACT: 

Continuation of this care contract currently valued at £62/annum will be suspended in 

the light of the earlier decision (Item 5) to purchase a new computer. 

 

14. UPDATE ON CLIMATE CHANGE GROUP PROPOSALS: 

Councillor Coop reported on the position reached by the Climate Change Group. 

Councillors Coop and Clarke had looked into the possibilities for enhancing the 

playing field and a Draft plan was presented to the Council. It was agreed that finance 

would be raised through village events rather than Parish Council funds. 

Councillor Coop will now produce a formal plan following consultation on 

suitable vegetation to be included.  

 

15. CORRESPONDENCE: 

Correspondence tabled:  

Healthwatch Rutland – community engagement proposal; 

NHS Charities Together – Changing Connections – different routes to healthcare. 

Councillor Machin advised of an impending planning application in her name and that 

she would withdraw from commenting on it. 

       

16. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: 

The Annual Parish Open Meeting and Parish Council Annual Meeting will be held on 

Wednesday 25th May 2022 at 7.00pm in the village hall.  

 

The meeting closed at 20.45 hrs.  

 


